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Bill Woods : Dressage Unscrambled  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Dressage Unscrambled: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Learn to laugh about DressageBy J. BurnsAnytime you can add 
humor to the rarified world of competitive dressage and how it is judged, then that levity is a good thing. Bill Woods 
demonstrates his earnestness in the pursuit of dressage while highlighting some of his more memorable moments as a 
judge and teacher which range from inspirational to absurd. If you are involved with riding especially dressage then 
you can come away from reading this book by remembering to not take yourself or the sport too seriously.This book is 
more relevant to those who are at least somewhat familiar with Woods either directly as a judge or teacher or through 
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his work with USDF and the video material he has produced for them, which is quite excellent. Those who aren't may 
not get some of the contexts of his essays as well, but mostly his message and humorous style really come through.The 
book reads like what it is, a series of semi-related topics strung together in short chapters most of which contain a 
punchline or two. Therefore, it lacks cohesiveness and doesn't bring together the central themes that run through his 
essays. You can just as easily read it straight through or pick out a chapter here and there and come away with the 
same effect. Either way it will make you laugh about dressage which is a good thing.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Fun to read about the view from the other side of 'C' !By Rhonda MA fun read for a judge or 
competitor. A bit scrambled, almost as if you were talking to the author over dinner and the conversation wanders and 
jumps around then circles back to where you started. Good to see the perspective from the other side of 'C' if you 
compete and to compare notes if you judge! Even a few training nuggets here and there.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Fun readBy Megan RustI would love to meet Bill Woods, the author, he sounds like a crack-
up. Not only is he funny, he imparts good info to the reader/rider, and makes us feel better when he tells us of the 
knuckleheaded stunts OTHER riders have pulled. Good fun and worth reading.

A dressage book that references Michael Jordan, ocean liners, magnetic bottles, juke boxes, cannibalism, crop circles, 
Babe the Blue Ox, Mitt Romney, Dilbert, Barbra Streisand's brother, green Jello, and a further cast of thousands—it's 
Dressage Unscrambled! Author Bill Woods has put together dozens of stories and anecdotes that elucidate, illustrate, 
and demystify hoary dressage principles while managing to skewer the sacred bovines—both two- and four-
legged—of our sport. Read his slightly off-center takes on perennially burdensome topics like attention, self carriage, 
and connection. Mix in the hits and near misses of insight that a lifetime of teaching brings. Add in 40 years of 
weirdness gleaned from scribes, riders, teachers, and unindicted dressage co-conspirators, and you get a book that will 
bring a pile of smiles, a bucket of chuckles, an occasional spasmodic episode, and more than a few "I never thought of 
that—I'll have to go try that!" moments.

About the AuthorBill Woods began learning about dressage at the American Dressage Institute and was nurtured by 
the Vi Hopkins National Instructors Seminars. He has ridden literally thousands of horses and taught that many more 
riders at all levels over the past nearly-f 


