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Alex Boese : Elephants on Acid: And Other Bizarre Experiments (Harvest Original)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Elephants on Acid: And Other Bizarre 
Experiments (Harvest Original): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An uneven compendium of the strangest side of scienceBy 
SolariElephants on Acid is a collection of some of the most bizarre, curious and plain cruel experiments executed in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0156031353


the name of science. Among them, the LSD induced elephant of the title, Russian two-headed dogs, monkey head 
transplants, sleep deprivation, monkeys brought up as humans, baby reactions experiments, sexual studies, how to 
maximize waiters’ tips experiments and missiles guided by pigeons.The book is very informative and does have it’s 
moments, but the tongue-in-cheek humor did bother me a little, specially when talking about some of the more cruel 
experiments, to both humans and animals. I do like me some dark humor, but I just couldn’t see the funny side the 
author was trying to show me.I liked a lot the research and background on the experiments, specially the Victorian 
studies on electricity and dead bodies, as well as the neurosurgeries and famous psychology studies like the Stanford 
Prison experiment, that turned normal students into sadistic prison guards.On the other hand, outside of the most 
interesting and chocking studies, the book seemed to have a lot of filler of uninteresting ones. Ironically, the chapter 
on sex was so boring I found myself skipping some pages, as I did on the one on babies.Elephants on Acid does 
deliver on it’s promise as an informal compendium of the strangest side of science – and the horror when moral and 
empathy is not considered by scientists – but I think it could be improved by concentrating on the truly bizarre and 
toning down the internet-like humor.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Entertaining and informativeBy 
DV6740This is an interesting read to say the least. If you've ever wondered how far some fringe scientists have gone 
in the past this is the book to start with. Let me just say, you really won't believe some of the stuff you read here, but 
according to the author, Alex Boese, a graduate of Amherst College with a Master's Degree in the History of Science 
from the University of California, San Diego, it's all true. Considering his field of study, he should know.One of the 
bits I found most amazing was the experiment with a cat which actually succeeded in capturing visual information 
(real moving images!) from the cat's visual processing center of the brain. Another is The Isolated Head of a Dog. 
Completely inhumane, but an incredible tale nonetheless. The author's writing style is such that we read the 
information, acknowledge disgust, but are still entertained and happily move on to the next potential atrocity of 
scientific experimentation.Elephants on Acid and Other Bizarre Experiments, is a remarkably entertaining and 
educational book. Some subject matter may not be suitable for all audiences. You have been warned!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. At Times Gross, At Times Funny But Always InterestingBy S. WilliamsIt never 
fails to amaze me what scientists can come up with. At times gross, at times funny, I loved this book enough to pass it 
on to my neice.. After she had finished reading it we went out to dinner with my sister (her mother) who had not read 
the book. We spent so much time discussing the book my sister got annoyed with both of us. We certainly didn't 
intend to leave her out of the conversation it was just that there was so much that was interesting in this book that we 
couldn't stop ourselves.

When Tusko the Elephant woke in his pen at the Lincoln Park Zoo on the morning of August 3, 1962, little did he 
know that he was about to become the test subject in an experiment to determine what happens to an elephant given a 
massive dose of LSD. In Elephants on Acid, Alex Boese reveals to readers the results of not only this scientific trial 
but of scores of other outrageous, amusing, and provocative experiments found in the files of modern science. Why 
can’t people tickle themselves? Would the average dog summon help in an emergency? Will babies instinctually pick 
a well-balanced diet? Is it possible to restore life to the dead? Read Elephants on Acid and find out!

From Publishers WeeklyAuthor Boese (Hippo Eats Dwarf, The Museum of Hoaxes) returns with another look at 
scientific oddities, this time focusing on unlikely but actual experiments. Included are notorious examples such as the 
Stanford Prison Experiment and Stanley Milgram's infamous shock treatment obedience experiment, but it's the lesser-
known studies that will generate the most interest. Disembodied heads, animal resurrection ("Zombie Kitten," 
"Franken-Monkey") and the direct stimulation of a subject's emotions (via electric brain prod) are some of the more 
grim activities Boese describes (though, thankfully, he steers clear of examples from Nazi Germany). Lighter subjects 
include attempts to prove the myth that the bar patrons become more attractive at closing time and the effects of 
staying awake for 11 days straight. These and other tales will obviously appeal to armchair scientists, but the short, 
witty, ceaselessly amusing entries should delight anyone with a healthy sense of morbid curiosity. Copyright © Reed 
Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. PRAISE FOR HIPPO EATS DWARF"Do 
you faithfully follow the commands of every e-mail chain letter? Do you worry about losing your kidneys in a freak 
robbery/mutilation? Concerned about the tapeworm diet? If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, please check 
out . . . Hippo Eats Dwarf . . . Learn it. Live it. Don’t ever forward another e-mail chain letter again."—Sacramento 
BeePRAISE FOR MUSEUM OF HOAXES"As entertaining as it is well researched."—Entertainment Today 


