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Lynn Johnston : Family Business: For Better Or For Worse Collection  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Family Business: For Better Or For Worse Collection: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. David, We're PregnantBy dreamqwnIn my mind, this is a CLASSIC 
book for new parents. The first time I got this book was in 1977 when I was pregnant with my first child. I remember 
sitting in the Mall (remember the days of malls???) and just laughing until tears were rolling down my face. The fun 
part is that at that time, MOST of the cartoons made sense ... but some of them didn't click until after I gave birth ... 
like the one where it hurts to sit down. Who tells you about that, ever?? I've loved reading the cartoons over and over. I 
proceeded to collect ALL of Lynn Johnston books as my kids seemed to be born and grow up alongside her kids. It 
was nice to know other people think parenting can be humorous even in the messiest of times. This book and Hi Mom! 
Hi Dad! are the first things I give new mommies and daddies when I hear they are expecting. Highly recommended!!0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Hilarious.By Chris ZIt is a hilarious book of cartoons about the 
pregnancy experience. I say if it can make my wife laugh right after experiencing morning sickness, it's gold.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. What to say about a truly epic comic strip...By Georgie GirlI am in the 
process of completing my For Better Or For Worse collection. Reading this comic strip is very much like watching a 
drama about family life, with comedy of course. ;) The characters age and experience things that most families would. 
And even though the series has it's serious moments throughout, I appreciate that Lynn Johnston created her characters 
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to come out of those tough spots no worse for wear and to focus on the positive and even learn something along the 
way. I'd tell you about the individual book itself, but the collection of comic books is very much like a book series. 
You'll be out of the loop if you don't read them all. Five stars for the entire series.

For fans who have read For Better or For Worse, the Patterson family is like their own family. Full of love and humor, 
the Canadian clan embodies the ups and downs of everyday family life: John and Elly facing the reality of being 
middle-aged; daughter Elizabeth becoming more independent on her own at college; son Michael secretly marrying 
his longtime love, Deanna; and daughter April learning how to deal with a bully. The strip expresses life at its most 
heartwarming and humorous. In Family Business, the Pattersons gather forces to buy and reorganize a toy store where 
Elly has worked for years. Through their efforts to clean out the basement, put a miniature train display in the front 
window, and add hobby supplies, the Pattersons learn even more about their relationships with each other. As Grandpa 
Jim tells April, "What, with the new business, John's model trains, Mike's love life, Elizabeth, and you, there's never a 
dull moment!" Over the years, Lynn Johnston has been lauded for her realistic portrayal of family life and for 
approaching serious subjects with honesty and compassion. Farley, the family dog, for example, died after heroically 
rescuing April in 1995. Elly's father, Jim, moved in with the family after his wife died, and finally started dating again. 
For Better or For Worse resonates with families everywhere.

About the AuthorLynn Johnston began syndicating For Better or For Worse in 1979 and, since then, has published 28 
books, most recently All About April and Graduation: A Time For Change. Lynn was the first woman, first Canadian, 
and the youngest artist ever to win the National Cartoonists Society's prestigious Reuben Award for Outstanding 
Cartoonist of the Year in 1985. In 1992, she received the Best Syndicated Comic Strip Award from the NCS. Lynn 
and her husband, Rod, live in Northern Ontario, Canada. 


