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Jacqueline McQuade : Farm Babies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Farm Babies: 

Come down to the farm and look around--there are so many new babies to see! Golden ducklings by the puddles and 
ponds; woolly lambs so cute and soft; pink piglets that lie in the long, cool grass; and furry kittens curled in cozy 
corners. Chirpy chicks nuzzle Mama Hen's feathers, the gentle foal gallops alongside Mother, and curious Puppy 
heads out to explore--but the new calf still wobbles when he walks and can't go far. What fun they all are!

From School Library JournalPreSchool-These simple books can be shared in a lap-sit between adult and child, or 
enjoyed alone by preschoolers. Texts and small illustrations are on the left, and a full-page picture appears on the right. 
The minimal narratives include the kind of baby ("Kitten"), a sentence about it ("A baby cat is called a kitten"), and a 
sentence describing the large illustration. ("After playing outside, this little kitten has found a cozy place in the barn 
for a rest.") Eight babies are pictured in each book. Big Babies illustrates African animals, with the exception of a bear 
and panda. Farm Babies includes both small (kitten and puppy) and large (calf and foal) animals. Those in Small 
Babies are backyard favorites, pets, and a koala. The watercolor paintings are softened with smudged pencil outlines 
and shading. The result is warm and cuddly creatures that more closely resemble stuffed toys than their real 
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counterparts. Nevertheless, very young children will find the pictures friendly and inviting. Useful additions to infant 
and toddler collections.-Carolyn Janssen, Children's Learning Center of the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County, OH Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


