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Ron Kelly : Fat End In The Ground: A Satirical Novel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Fat End In The Ground: A Satirical Novel: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Laughed out loud.By GeneI am an old Bell System survivor who 
lived through the development and destruction of the country's communications network. Ron has captured the 
zeitgeist of that era in a funny and amazingly accurate way. His depiction of Chairman Quisling is especially on target. 
I'm not sure if it would be as enjoyable to a non-survivor of the demise of the Bell System but his characterizations of 
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the foibles of life in corporate America are worth your time to read this funny book.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Funny and CleverBy CatheA very witty read! Historical becomes hysterical. Characters are cleverly 
named and following their antics often leads to laughing out loud. Download and enjoy!2 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. during or after the breakup for the telecom giant you will surely enjoy this satireBy Don 
Pitale/If you have ever worked in any position in the Bell System (Ma Bell) before, during or afterthe breakup for the 
telecom giant you will surely enjoy this satire.

The Star System, the collection of companies that built over 70% of the North American Public Switched Network, 
has broken up as a result of the settlement of an anti-trust suit filed by the US Justice Department. Universal 
Communications now has its long distance company and its manufacturing arm. The local telephone companies are 
now seven regional telephone companies, dubbed the Small Stars by the business press. It is a brave new world full of 
promise and peril. Arnold Quisling has ascended the throne to become the Chairman and CEO of Galaxy 
Communications, one of the Small Stars. At 5’ 2” with an old-fashioned flat-top haircut, oversized smudged glasses 
and clip-on bow tie he is far from the Hollywood idea of a fearless leader. Nonetheless, he is determined to make 
decisions, no matter how wrong-headed, to make his company ready for the oncoming competition for its customers. 
He will have to struggle at the same time with his towering Napoleon Complex and more of his own quirky behavior. 
Meanwhile in South Jersey, members of the local Engineering, Installation, Line and Splicing Departments must deal 
with their own issues as Quisling’s peculiar new policies affect their work life as they strive to deliver and maintain 
quality telephone service. Among the local characters are: Dennis Dweebster aka ‘Rob from Hong Kong’, an Engineer 
whose meteoric rise within the management ranks of Installation was brought to a spectacular, messy halt by the 
effects of a gypsy witch’s curse and resulted in his banishment to Engineering where the curse’s effects continue to 
plague him; Jeremy Gildenstern aka ‘Germy Joe’, an Engineering Manager who hides a despicable secret behind a 
façade of bible thumping righteousness and Eliot Feigness aka ‘Inspector Clouseau’, hot on the trail of Germy Joe. 
The action ranges from the corporate board room to the side of the telephone pole as the decline in the American 
Telephone Network is told in a humorous manner.


