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For more than a quarter-century, despite the admirable excavations that have unearthed such humorists as John
Gorman Barr and Marcus Lafayette, the most significant of the humorists from the Old Southwest have remained the
same: Crockett, Longstreet, Thompson, Baldwin, Thorpe, Hooper, Robb, Harris, and Lewis. Forming akind of

shadow canon in American literature that led to Mark Twain’s early work, from 1834 to 1867 these authors produced a
body of writing that continues to reward attentive readers.

"Fetching the Old Southwest is by every measure a major achievement, the work of a distinguished Americanist
thinking and writing at the top of his game. James H. Justus has produced a book that will become the touchstone for
all future investigationsin the area."—William Bedford Clark



