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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A compendium of humor that has appeared in the New ...By David 
H. BuswellA compendium of humor that has appeared in the New Yorker magazine since its inception in the 1920s. 
Each essay ends with the author's title and the year in which it was written. As the years passed so did what amused 
the reading public, but not as dramatically as one might expect. Foe example the selected offerings in this volume 
embrace periods by James Thurber and Robert Benchley and S. J. Perelman and Woody Allen. Each is a master of 
humor.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not funnyBy Neil RosenbloomOther than a few funny stories 
the vast majority is not funny at all. The few you find funny may be different from the ones I do but you will still find 
the vast majority of these stories not at all funny.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good - sometimes 
struggling...By Yosef Y - Have had it all...Often still funny, albeit dated humor from an American humor icon - the 
New Yorker. The short, one-liner style nuggets are of particular interest.

When Harold Ross founded The New Yorker in 1925, he called it a “comic weekly.” And although it has become 
much more than that, it has remained true in its irreverent heart to the founder’s description, publishing the most 
illustrious literary humorists in the modern era—among them Robert Benchley, Dorothy Parker, Groucho Marx, James 
Thurber, S. J. Perelman, Mike Nichols, Woody Allen, Calvin Trillin, Garrison Keillor, Ian Frazier, Roy Blount, Jr., 
Steve Martin, and Christopher Buckley. Fierce Pajamas is a treasury of laughter from the magazine W. H. Auden 
called the “best comic magazine in existence.”

From Library JournalRemnick, New Yorker editor since 1999, and Finder, the magazine's editorial director, 
recommend taking this book in small doses. However, New Yorker humor is not for everyone. Do not read this book if 
you suffer from an irony deficiency, or if you are currently taking any form of remedial English. Also, do not read this 
book if you are allergic to E.B. White, Robert Benchley, S.J. Perelman, Dorothy Parker, Woody Allen, Veronica 
Geng, Steve Martin, or Jack Handey. Side effects include the urge to do literary research (to track down the targets of 
spoofs) and the discovery of some very funny writers who may be unknown to you. To learn more about the type of 
material contained in this book, consult Judith Yaross Lee's Defining New Yorker Humor (LJ 2/1/00). Ask your 
librarian if Fierce Pajamas is right for you. Available by prescription at public and academic libraries. Susan M. 
Colowick, North Olympic Lib. Syst., Port Angeles, WA Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc. “A 
complete delight from beginning to end.” —The New York Times“Classic humor writing from a fantasy slumber 
party of writers.” —Vanity Fair“Quite simply among the greatest stuff like this ever written . . . There is comic 
brilliance in these pages. . . . [Fierce Pajamas] is more than worth your time, your money and the potential damage to 
your funny bone.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution“The New Yorker’s fine anthology of humor writing can inspire 
us to collectively bemoan the scarcity of a certain kind of printed comedy: the subtle and sophisticated type." 
—NewsdayFrom the Inside FlapWhen Harold Ross founded "The New Yorker in 1925, he called it a "comic weekly." 
And although it has become much more than that, it has remained true in its irreverent heart to the founder's 
description, publishing the most illustrious literary humorists in the modern era--among them Robert Benchley, 
Dorothy Parker, Groucho Marx, James Thurber, S. J. Perelman, Mike Nichols, Woody Allen, Calvin Trillin, Garrison 
Keillor, Ian Frazier, Roy Blount, Jr., Steve Martin, and Christopher Buckley. "Fierce Pajamas is a treasury of laughter 
from the magazine W. H. Auden called the "best comic magazine in existence." 


