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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not What I ExpectedBy John C. Maldaner IIIBook reviews are 
partly about the book and partly about the reviewer. Apparently I had a misconception of what this book would be. I 
thought (hoped) it would be sort of in the style of Green Acres, a farsical tale of the city boy gone country. Nope! This 
is a serious, painstakingly tedious tome on identifying and following an action plan for the previously uninitiated to 
move to the country. I personally moved from a life in cities to s very rural setting about 20 years ago. I hoped this 
book would have me chuckling at adventures and misadventures of the author following a similar migration. Instead, I 
read the author's blueprint for meticulously making such a move. So, if this is a serious topic for you, please read this 
book and leave your review from that perspective. On the upbeat note, this book was a great sleep aid.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great advice for those wanting to move to the countryBy BirdWhispererVery 
good advice, love his humor. (I wonder how many "get" the twist of his title?) If you are considering "getting back to 
nature", read this book first; it will either fire you up to do it, or make you realize you are not cut out for it! It ain't all 
fun games!Since we live a few miles down the road from him, I know exactly what he is talking about when he 
describes the land. But for those who are far away, his descriptions are vivid enough you'll get it!1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Charming, accurate, and an all-round lovey readBy avid readerA charming dose of 
reality that helps the reader justify his/her foolish decision to live a self-sustaining country life. There is much to learn 
from this memoir about the basics of relocating to the country. As someone who grew up in a small town and has 
always lived a country life, I found it accurate, very funny, and an invaluable resource. My favorite tip was Welsch's 
suggestion for dealing with neighboring farmers who repeatedly refuse to restrain their roving livestock. I won't spoil 
the story by giving away the punchline, but Julia Child would be proud.

At a time when so much manliness is played out on computer keyboards and TV or videogame remote controls, it 
takes a certain degree of grit and guts and plain pigheadedness to pull up stakes and move to the country. For those 
brave souls, the backward-looking gentleman farmers of our fast-forward-looking age, Roger Welsch has a few choice 
words. To homestead in the Old West, the saying went, all you needed was forty acres and a mule. For the 21st 
century, Welsch contends that instead of a beast of burden one only needs the stubbornness of being a fool.

St. Paul Pioneer Press, Nov. 22, 2006 “It provides enough insight into rural living to help anyone decide if they want 
part of the action, or to stay safely within the confines of a metropolitan beltway.” Two-Cylinder, November-
December 2006 “Learn from the mistakes of a master, and laugh harder than you thought possible while doing it.” 


