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Neil Astley : Funny Ha-Ha, Funny Peculiar: A Book of Strange and Comic Poems  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Funny Ha-Ha, Funny Peculiar: A Book of Strange 
and Comic Poems: 

This lively anthology brings together two kinds of funny: humorous poems that make you laugh or smile (funny ha-
ha), and strange, surreal, witty, or plain weird poems (funny peculiar). There has always been a tradition of comic and 
curious verse in English poetry, but in contemporary poetry the peculiar has come into its own, as this surprising 
selection shows.

About the AuthorNeil Astley is editor of Bloodaxe Books, which he founded in 1978. His books include novels, 
poetry collections and anthologies, most notably the Bloodaxe Staying Alive trilogy: Staying Alive (2002), Being 
Alive (2004) and Being Human (2011), and now Essential poems from the Staying Alive trilogy (2012). His other 
anthologies include Passionfood, Do Not Go Gentle, Earth Shattering: ecopoems, Soul Food [with Pamela Robertson-
Pearce] and the DVD-book In Person: 30 Poets filmed by Pamela Robertson-Pearce. He has published two novels, The 
End of My Tether, which was shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel Award, and The Sheep Who Changed the 
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World. He received an Eric Gregory Award for his poetry and was given a D.Litt from Newcastle University for his 
work with Bloodaxe Books. He lives in Northumberland. 


