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Charles D. Barrett : Funny Things Can Happen on Your Way through the Bible, Volume 1: Scriptural Oddities 
and Odd Thoughts about Them in a Book of More Rhyme Than Reason  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Funny Things Can Happen on Your Way through the Bible, 
Volume 1: Scriptural Oddities and Odd Thoughts about Them in a Book of More Rhyme Than Reason: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1608993930


1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Lighthearted Bible Study!By Fred MagleyIt is just what I expected 
when I ordered it, and gives a break from the more serious Bible study.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Gave Book for ChristmasBy Marcia PerrineDifferent slant on the Bible. Don't think I would consider it haha 
funny but has interesting information. This was told to me by my sister to whom I gave the book

Proceeding from Voltaire's conclusion that ''God is a comedian playing to an audience that's afraid to laugh,'' this book 
seeks to uncover some of the many instances in which biblical texts offer readers grace and insight through the divine 
gifts of humor, wit, and laughter. Readers are invited to take a strikingly unusual, if not unique, approach to the texts, 
imagining not only the voice inflections but also the body language of their narrators to capture the humorous nuances 
and ripples of laughter that likely attended the first telling of many biblical stories.

''[I]n these meditations upon scripture, Charlie [Barrett] quickly, lightly opens up the sacred text to us in a way that--to 
my knowledge--has never been attempted in the entire history of the Christian faith. (Erasmus came closest, taking 
several stabs at it, but without the extensive and intense attention to scripture found here.) Through irony, pun, parody, 
spoof and joke Charlie reads some of the most serious scripture with tongue in cheek, a rhyme in his pen, and a smile 
on his face. If you ever wonderedwhat the Bible would sound like if it were written by Ogden Nash (and who hasn't?) 
here it is, Charlie Barrett's religious rhymes.''--William H. Willimon, distinguished theologian, churchman, and author, 
in the Foreword ''As one who undertook a study of biblical humor a half-century ago at Yale, I am immensely gratified 
to read the delightful work of my colleague Charles Barrett found here. Seeking to enhance the theological message of 
Scripture by focusing on the dimension of humor, he has recast many of its stories in rhyme, clarifying their 
theological implications and touching base with the greatest Christian theologians.  In this he goes far beyond earlier 
treatments of the topic by such writers as Elton Trueblood, Webb Garrison, and Jacob Klausner. Barrett s book is 
unique.  It will be a boon to all who preach, teach, and write in the light of Scripture.''--John M. Bullard, Ph.D., Albert 
C. Outler Professor emeritus of Religion, Wofford College ''With wit and wisdom, Charlie Barrett invites us to think 
deeply and laugh joyfully as he unveils the humor that abounds in Scripture and the God who laughs. His impish 
rhymes are mirrors that help us see ourselves for the clowns we are and experience the grace of the Christ who 
smiles.This fresh approach to The Good Book reveals the playful God who encourages us with love and hope. It will 
change the way I read the Bible.''--Marshall L. Meadors, Bishop emeritus, Jackson Area, the United Methodist 
Church --Wipf and Stock PublishersAbout the AuthorCharles D. Barrett is Peter B. Hendrix Professor emeritus of 
Religion, at Wofford College. He is the author of ''Understanding the Christian Faith'' (1980) and ''God Under Our 
Skin: A Search for the Theological Jesus'' (2006). 


