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Robert Sommers : Golf Anecdotes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Golf Anecdotes: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Interesting to a Student of Golf HistoryBy CustomerThe book 
is a bit of an odd duck. It was obviously written by someone who has a deep love for the game but is certainly not a 
polished work. The typeface and style make it cluttered and non inviting. However, you would be unwise to make 
your decisions on based upon appearance (Don't judge a book by its cover).The book is a treasure trove of golf history. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195172663


The usual suspects from all ages are present: the stars (e.g., Morris, Vardon, Jones, Hogan, Woods) and the characters 
(e.g., Stackhouse, Laffoon, Bolt). However, the book touches on many people that are seldom spoken of and often 
provides insights into golfers you think you already know.I would have liked a mention of Titanic Thompson, but then 
there is already an excellent book on him By Kevin Cook: Titanic Thompson: The Man Who Bet on Everything.If you 
are a fan of the game get this book.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A little history and a little story 
telling....By JP CzarIt's a book written in small parts...guick hit stories...and a bit oddly grouped. The narrative is 
loosely historical in timing, but it jumps around.If you need to buy a book. Buy this one...If you have sometime to look 
around...Look around...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No.By JayfredA waste of time.

In the ten years since Golf Anecdotes was first published, the game and its players have changed dramatically. This 
new edition, now with a foreword by Arnold Palmer and a new chapter covering the latest and greatest golf stars like 
Annika Sorenstam and Tiger Woods, reflects those changes. Readers can enjoy a sweeping look at this royal and 
ancient game, in a volume that is both an informal history as well as a vivid recounting of golf's most striking incidents 
and personalities. Robert Sommers takes us on a grand tour that stretches from the game's dim origins in the 12th 
century right up to the modern PGA tour. Indeed, no other anecdote book offers this much historical depth or serves up 
such fascinating lore. We learn for instance that the first known golf match took place in 1504, between James IV of 
Scotland and the Earl of Bothwell. Sommers likewise paints a colorful portrait of golf in the era of the first 
professionals--Old Tom Morris, Allan Robertson, and Willie Park--describing the earliest rules, the equipment used, 
the most memorable events. Much of the book focuses on the 20th century. Here readers will find wonderful tales of 
Harry Vardon and Francis Ouimet, Bobby Jones and Walter Hagen, Sam Snead and Ben Hogan, Joyce Wethered and 
Babe Zaharias, Arnold Palmer and Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson and Lee Trevino, Nancy Lopez and Annika 
Sorenstam, Nick Faldo and Greg Norman, and of course, the amazing Tiger Woods. Thus the wide world of golf is 
presented, the first professionals and the latest stars, the double eagles and the double hits. Informative and highly 
entertaining, Golf Anecdotes will appeal to anyone who loves the game.

From Publishers WeeklyA cornucopia of tales about the game and its players, this compendium by the former editor 
of Golf Journal and author of The U.S. Open will entertain fairway fans. Sommers's historical approach moves from 
the presumed 12th-century origin of the game through the development of ever more sophisticated equipment and 
democracy on the course to the hegemony of the U.S. and eventual international parity among players. Some of the 
anecdotes are touching, such as those involving Bobby Jones's 23-year fight against terminal illness and the dying 
Babe Zaharias's last visit to the links, but many more are humorous: Ring Lardner's wisecracks while playing a round 
with then President Warren Harding, or the female champion who blew up when she read the inscription on a dog-
show trophy mistakenly presented to her?Best Bitch in Show. Capping them all, however, is the reply of Ben Hogan 
when asked how to improve one's game: "Hit the ball closer to the hole." Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, 
Inc. "For golfers only!...A bouillabaisse of golf history, stories, one-liners, and believe-it-or-nots....A pleasure to look 
over in the random moment."--The Times (Trenton)"Golf's rich history is filled with entertaining anecdotes. Up until 
now, most stories have been passed along by word of mouth, in troubadour fashion. Bob Sommers has pulled many of 
the more enjoyable stories together and the result is a book which will be read and reread with delight."--David B. Fay, 
Executive Director, United States Golf Association"Stories of all kinds are a great part of the fascination of golf, as 
well as the tradition of the game. You might want to verify your particular favorite story with this book, but Bob 
Sommers has made learning golf history a lot of fun as well."--Ben Crenshaw, 1995 Masters Champion"A cornucopia 
of tales about the game and its players, this compendium...will entertain fairway fans."--Publishers WeeklyAbout the 
AuthorRobert Sommers is the former editor and publisher of Golf Journal, the USGA's official publication. 


