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Will Self : Great Apes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Great Apes: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. HooohGraah!! - Four Thumbs up for Will SelfBy Michael BowenI 
have never been inparted with 'Grnn' any of Will Self's previous books. So I can't sign much about the 'euch-euch' 
cuffing he has received from critics in the past. But through my introduction to Self in this novel, I am thoroughly 
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impressed with the efulgence of his ischeal pleat and submit to his literary suzerainity. Why do humans bash Self, 
'huuu'? His effectiveness in taking up such a difficult task is ample evidence of his skill. Yet with all the potential he 
has for a devastating critique of modern society, he is modest. Amis' "Times Arrow" comes immediately to my mind 
in parallel, as well as T. Boyle's satire. Both those artists reserve a much more serious tone in their critique of western 
civilization. Yet Self maintains a delicate balance hovering around the personal which lends itself to extension without 
ever losing the pure joy of his parallel universe's perversions of what humans consider natural. Self's chimps are not 
locked inside their own minds as are humans. They quickly resolve their existential dilemnas with a quick mating or a 
brutal yet brief brawl. And for this, the world of chimpunity has no use for weapons. What chimps lack is sexual 
attention from their parents. Such a world! Self could do worse than to extend and expand in such fertile 'euch-euch' 
terrian. I for one would like to see more. For now, a hearty HoooGraah! Self is my kind of chimp.(updated from my 
anonymous review)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. not good!By CustomerI've been reading it two 
months and only in chapter 10. the only reason I'm still reading is because I pais $$ for it but this is the most 
disapointing book i have ever read 0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. can't finish this bookBy pritamso 
again, i bought this book for english class assigned reading. this book has so many words that you can't figure out 
unless you have a dictionary with you. The only impression this book gives me is that in that ape world. having sex is 
the only thing universal and everyone likes to do it, even with their own daughters :(

Like Franz Kafka's Metamorphosis, Great Apes is a strange and twisted tale, a surreal satire on the human condition, 
and an omen for those who wander too far. After a long night of partying, Simon Dykes, a successful British painter, 
wakes up to find that his girlfriend has turned into a chimpanzee. In fact, the world Simon once knew has become a 
planet of apes. Convinced he is still human, Simon is confined to the emergency ward of a hospital and put under the 
care of Dr. Zack Busner, clinical psychologist, radical psychoanalyst, maverick drug researcher, and media 
personality. Written with the glittering satiric edge that is Self's hallmark, Great Apes is a hilarious, disturbing, and 
truly unforgettable novel.

From Library JournalLike Kafka's Gregor Samsa, London artist Simon Dykes has suffered a surprising 
transformation?he's become a chimpanzee. So has everyone else around him, but he doesn't realize it. Dumped in a 
mental hospital for his delusional thinking, Simon comes under the care of Dr. Busner (an alpha male) and tries to 
understand the strange new world around him. Chimpanzees are indeed the ascendant primates; humans are a fading 
offshoot that have simply failed to learn how to sign or vocalize properly. As one might expect from Self (Cock Bull, 
LJ 3/1/93), this situation provides ample opportunity for a lacerating send-up of contemporary human society, and Self 
can be very funny. But as a whole it doesn't really work. The alternative chimp society is not persuasive, and Self is 
too busy with bad-boy langauge and obsessive sex to get at deeper issues. Buy where Self is popular.?Barbara Hoffert, 
"Library Journal"Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistSimon Dykes is a successful London 
painter who arrives at a point where he ponders the futility of life: he's in the throes of serious angst, particularly his 
corporeal self is weighing him down. His latest apocalyptic paintings are disturbing and reflect his narcissistic fixation 
on the body. So he decides to forgo drugs on the fateful evening that he is to meet his lady, the lovely Sarah 
Peasenhulme, and the rest of their clique; but then the evening assumes its own momentum and drugs flow bountifully. 
After a night of halting lovemaking, Simon awakens to find himself in bed with an ape, a chimpanzee. Soon he 
discovers he is in a world dominated by chimpanzees. Despite appearances, Simon maintains that he is a human and 
hovers on the brink of madness until Dr. Zack Busner, clinical psychologist, maverick drug researcher, former 
television personality, and alpha male at the top of his reign, decides to take on the case and bring Simon to an 
understanding of his "chimpunity." Self creates a fully realized chimp world with this Kafkaesque, or Swiftian, satire 
that hypnotizes with its comic romps, existential posturings, and Shakespearean intrigues. Certain to find a readership 
beyond Self loyalists. Bonnie SmothersFrom Kirkus sEntering a Self fantasy (Grey Area, 1996, etc.) demands both a 
strong stomach and a readiness to experience narrative pyrotechnics, but in this second novel (after My Idea of Fun, 
1994), in which an artist wakes up after a bender to discover that his entire world is now run by chimpanzees, these 
demands are amply rewarded. Not only is the world run by chimpanzees, but the painter Simon Dykes finds that his 
girlfriend has turned into a chimp. And that's not all: The increasingly frenzied painter notices that he's becoming a bit 
hairy as well. The ultimate mind-bender arrives with the emergency psychiatric team: There's not a human being 
among them. Simon goes comatose and is hauled off to the psycho ward. Enter Dr. Zack Busner, controversial but 
respected chimpanzee analyst, whose method includes taking his most flamboyant cases on talk shows. Busner has 
never seen a case like Simon's before, and he marvels at the consistency of the artist's human delusions when his 
charge recovers sufficiently to communicate. After all, he tells Simon, he is a chimpanzee. Whence came this odd idea 
that he's a human? (Humans are a sad, grubby species, condescended to by the articulate, successful chimp world.) He 
takes Simon into his home, a normal chimp domicile full of sub-adults, mating frenzies, and group grooming sessions, 
there to work intensely with his patient--and, by degrees, Simon does begin to adjust to his new reality. He still has 
human memories, however, and Busner, in an attempt to get to the bottom of Simon's obsession, sets out with him in 



tow to the missing link in the puzzle--a search leading to the heart of Africa and one of the world's few remaining 
populations of wild humans. Vividly imagined, extraordinarily credible, provocative and entertaining in equal 
measure--and the detailing of chimp/human behavior allows Self's libidinous, ferociously satirical, scatological zeal to 
flourish. HoooGraa! (First printing of 30,000; $50,000 ad/promo; author tour) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, 
LP. All rights reserved. 


