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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A book to enjoy front to back or for just dipping intoBy Craig 
MattesonThis is a very enjoyable book. Bob Dole has a fine sense of humor and has selected witty sayings by 
politicians on a variety of topics in a range of situations. Senator Dole has organized them topically and I found all of 
them funny and many of them hilarious. A few are even worth committing to memory.It isn't a long book, but it offers 
a lot of great stories. What is even better is that Mr. Dole shares his own knowledge of some of the people he quotes in 
the book and of the institutions in Washington that he knows so well. It is a book you can enjoy reading from front to 
back or just dipping into briefly again and again.A word to speakers who would use the anecdotes from this book: be 
careful. I remember when this book first came out and politicians everywhere were quoting this or that story from it 
and it was a bit embarrassing to hear. This kind of humor is something that has to be used with a delicate touch and 
with the best style and timing. You can't just say the words and expect the big laugh. It just doesn't work that way. I 
always enjoyed Senator Dole's sense of humor and he could pull it off with a bit of an acerbic touch. Some folks didn't 
like that spice, but I always did.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. What a fun little book to readBy 
CGWhat a fun little book to read. I saw Bob Dole on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart as a correspondent during the 
Gore vs. Bush recount of votes, and he was so fun and witty. He was promoting this book and I bought it as I am 
watching the marathon countdown of the shows. Anyway, fun book, I recommend it.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Full of humor - not venomBy cw of the Black HillsThis is a fun read, really helps to personalize the 
various politicians of all stripes. No ego here, just good natured stories and memories.

Bob Dole's political career may not have taken him to the White House, but he did pick up some great stories along the 
way. In this delightful collection, the longtime United States senator shares his favorite anecdotes, witticisms, and 
reminiscences. From the campaign trail to the Oval Office, from smoke-filled rooms to the chambers of the Capitol, 
Bob Dole surveys a century of political wit. There are bon mots from Calvin Coolidge, Winston Churchill, Harry 
Truman, John F. Kennedy, and a host of other political figures. Bob Dole introduces each section with mirthful 
moments from his own experience, displaying the gift for wry humor that has made him a favorite guest on late-night 
talk shows.A jovial--and completely bipartisan--compendium, Great Political Wit is a connoisseur's selection of 
political repartee at its best.

.com Shortly after his defeat in the 1996 U.S. presidential election, Republican Bob Dole was invited to appear on 
David Letterman's Late Show. Letterman asked Dole about President Clinton's weight, but Dole wasn't taking the bait. 
"I never tried to lift him," he retorted. "I just tried to beat him." That was the first time many Americans got to see a 
side of Bob Dole rarely revealed to the public during his 36 years on Capitol Hill--the dry, wicked sense of humor that 
quickly became a defining characteristic of his postpolitical career. Great Political Wit collects some of Bob Dole's 
favorite humorous anecdotes about American politicians--and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, who gets 
most of the handful of truly savage putdowns. (Told by one female member of the House of Commons that he was 
drunk, Churchill replied, "You're ugly, and tomorrow morning I'll be sober, but you'll still be ugly.") If you like the 
"Laughter Is the Best Medicine" section of Reader's Digest, the stories about pols like Ronald Reagan, Tip O'Neill, 
and Woodrow Wilson are sure to make you smile. This reviewer's candidate for the funniest American president, 
though, would have to be Calvin Coolidge, especially after reading about the time that, at a ceremony for the laying of 
a cornerstone, Coolidge turned over a spadeful of dirt and then fell silent. Prompted by the master of ceremonies to say 
something, Coolidge looked down at the ground and remarked, "That's a fine fish worm." --Ron HoganFrom Library 
JournalA compendium of Dole's favorite political bons mots.Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. "This 
material would make any party merrier, political or otherwise."-- Chattanooga Free Press"Bottom Line: White House 
joke book gets our vote."-- People"Dole's collection of political humor is charming." -- USA Today 


