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Janet Letnes Martin, Suzann (Johnson) Nelson : Growing Up Lutheran: What Does This Mean?  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Growing Up Lutheran: What 
Does This Mean?: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. FunBy Valley GirlIt's a hoot! perfect gift for anyone who gew up 
inthe midwest.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. One Who KnowsBy Betty TaylorI grew up in a 
Missouri Synod Church and attended an ELC college in the 50's. My pastor did not think I should go there, as it might 
make me too liberal. He was right--it did. What a great read--but not for Lutherans only. I have shared it with my 
Catholic, Methodist, Reformed, and UCC friends. They have all loved it and recognize the time when we all attended 
church and it was the center of our social life. Too bad that is no longer the case. It is a good idea to explain why the 
authors use "How is This Done, What Does This Mean, and This is Most Certainly True" so often. I shared it with my 
loosley organized book club and it was a million laughs.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Kindle CustomerLutherans never change. ha, ha

If you search for the word "coffee" in the Bible, if you're pretty sure that all the pairs of animals in Noah's Ark were 
married, and if you know that Heaven is up and Hell is down, you'll love Growing Up Lutheran. If the Lutherans you 
know seem rather, er, mysterious, it will do you good. Combining their own memories with those of other Lutherans 
who grew up in the 1940s through the 1960s, Janet and Suzann have written a delightful expose of what it means to be 
Lutheran and how it's done. Endearing, often hilarious stories shine a light on Lutheran life from baptism ("And His 
Name Shall Be Called Gilman Einar Stedje") to death ("He Is Not Gone, He Is Only Away"). In between, you'll learn 
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about Sunday School, Christmas pageants (a.k.a. "bathrobe pageants"), Bible Camp, Confirmation, and Lutheran 
weddings. You'll get the inside scoop on the Lutheran Church Basement Women ("a special species of people"), 
lutefisk suppers, pew protocol, church architecture, and much more. In the words of the authors, Growing Up Lutheran 
is "a mixture of ingredients that we had on hand, generously salted . . . With gentle humor, and lightly peppered . . . 
with quite a few hot granules of Lutheran theology." This is most certainly true.

Winner of the Minnesota Book Award for Humor of 1998 -- Minnesota Center for the BookAbout the AuthorComing 
soon...From AudioFileTwo "100% Norwegian Lutheran farm girls" read a hilarious account of what it means to grow 
up worrying about Catholics, not dancing, and memorizing the Lutheran Catechism. Humorists in their late 50s, they 
alternate narrating the abridged production, sometimes accenting the segments by simultaneously saying "This is most 
certainly true" over the sound of organ or piano music. Sounding like two friends giving a talk at a Tupperware party, 
they're funny in a self-deprecating way that belies their sharp insights on Lutheran culture. The presentation is so wry 
and underplayed that you can't help but laugh at the way they talk, even when they're not saying anything particularly 
funny. T.W. © AudioFile 2005, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile, Portland, Maine 


