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would be worth my time, and all praised Hard Times (Dover Thrift Editions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Dickens always a pleasureBy Kindle CustomerEnjoyed this book 
very much, very interesting to be able to understand how different and yet still same mentality yet generations apart.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Lee GilbertI always enjoy Dickens and this is a good 
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example of his work.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. goodBy the writergood

"My satire is against those who see figures and averages, and nothing else," proclaimed Charles Dickens in explaining 
the theme of this classic novel. Published in 1854, the story concerns one Thomas Gradgrind, a "fanatic of the 
demonstrable fact," who raises his children, Tom and Louisa, in a stifling and arid atmosphere of grim 
practicality.Without a moral compass to guide them, the children sink into lives of desperation and despair, played out 
against the grim background of Coketown, a wretched community shadowed by an industrial behemoth. Louisa falls 
into a loveless marriage with Josiah Bouderby, a vulgar banker, while the unscrupulous Tom, totally lacking in 
principle, becomes a thief who frames an innocent man for his crime. Witnessing the degradation and downfall of his 
children, Gradgrind realizes that his own misguided principles have ruined their lives.Considered Dickens' harshest 
indictment of mid-19th-century industrial practices and their dehumanizing effects, this novel offers a fascinating 
tapestry of Victorian life, filled with the richness of detail, brilliant characterization, and passionate social concern that 
typify the novelist's finest creations.Of Dickens' work, the eminent Victorian critic John Ruskin had this to say: "He is 
entirely right in his main drift and purpose in every book he has written; and all of them, but especially Hard Times, 
should be studied with close and earnest care by persons interested in social questions."

From School Library JournalGrade 7-12-Dickens' satire on the Victorian family and the philosophies of a society 
which sought to turn men into machines. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. “A masterpiece . . . a 
completely serious work of art.” – F.R. LeavisFrom the Trade Paperback edition.From the PublisherFounded in 1906 
by J.M. Dent, the Everyman Library has always tried to make the best books ever written available to the greatest 
number of people at the lowest possible price. Unique editorial features that help Everyman Paperback Classics stand 
out from the crowd include: a leading scholar or literary critic's introduction to the text, a biography of the author, a 
chronology of her or his life and times, a historical selection of criticism, and a concise plot summary. All books 
published since 1993 have also been completely restyled: all type has been reset, to offer a clarity and ease of reading 
unique among editions of the classics; a vibrant, full-color cover design now complements these great texts with 
beautiful contemporary works of art. But the best feature must be Everyman's uniquely low price. Each Everyman title 
offers these extensive materials at a price that competes with the most inexpensive editions on the market-but 
Everyman Paperbacks have durable binding, quality paper, and the highest editorial and scholarly standards. 


