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Mark Gaedtke : Harold's Boys: Observations, Opinions, and Outright Lies from Amid the Chaos  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Harold's Boys: Observations, 
Opinions, and Outright Lies from Amid the Chaos: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. How Did We Survive?By Michele Fay SchlegelMark walks you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1475948956


through a childhood filled with wonder, mishaps, and many of the things today's kids are "protected" against! He 
survived it, and now shares the fond memories of small town living, near death experience, and most of all, love, in a 
large family. It's like the side ofWalton's they would never show you!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Loved it!By D. JorgensenHarold's Boys is a very entertaining read. I may be a little biased as I personally know the 
family but still really enjoyed the book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a must-readBy Chris 
L.K.Anyone who grew up in small town America when life was simpler would love this book. Mark's sharp wit and 
drool humor are wonderful. This book had me laughing and crying while still reading the same page. It took me back 
to my childhood when family meant something and you could spend the whole day fighting with your siblings, but let 
anyone else so much as look at your brother or sister the wrong way and they were asking for trouble.

If there is one thing Mark Gaedtke does not want to do in life, it is to imagine his parents being romantic with each 
other. Yet as he reminisces about how he grew up in an old farmhouse in northern Wisconsin, Gaedtke cannot help but 
reflect on how his God-fearing mother and relentlessly sociable father managed to find the time to create six males and 
still get dinner on the table every night. In his collection of amusing recollections of his youth in Tomahawk, 
Wisconsin, Gaedtke strives to find the answers to life's most elusive questions-such as why he considered taking a fire 
extinguisher to his senior prom; why he changed the name of his baseball glove from Old Yeller to Old Banana Peel; 
And why that beefy linebacker snarled like a jaundiced badger. As he details the events of his childhood, Gaedtke 
shares entertaining tales about how he fed his passion for knife throwing with the help of his father's screwdrivers and 
survived the steel-toed saddle shoe incident and birthday gifts from his parents who were obviously trying to kill him. 
Harold's Boys seeks to encourage others to look at their youth in an entirely different way-and realize that all our crazy 
experiences are what made us the harebrained fools we are today.

About the AuthorMark Gaedtke has written a weekly humor column for his hometown newspaper, the Tomahawk 
Leader, for more than nineteen years. He hopes to continue there until either his publishers come to their senses and 
fire him, or he finds another way to avoid honest work. Mark and his wife, Patti, have eight adult children and eight 
grandchildren; they reside in a log cabin on the Tomahawk River in northern Wisconsin. 


