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August Derleth : Regarding Sherlock Holmes : #1/The Adventures of Solar Pons  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Regarding Sherlock Holmes : #1/The Adventures of 
Solar Pons: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. "A Clever Impersonator With a Twinkle in His Eye"By AcerAcerAs 
Vincent Starrett notes in the introduction to Regarding Sherlock Holmes: The Adventures of Solar Pons, "Solar Pons 
is not a caricature of Sherlock Holmes. He is, rather, a clever impersonator, with a twinkle in his eye, which tells us 
that he knows he is not Sherlock Holmes, and knows that we know it, but hopes that we will like him anyway for what 
he symbolizes."Solar Pons is a character who started out as meant to be Sherlock Holmes. However, when August 
Derleth was unable to obtain permission to use the name, the young Wisconsin author turned Solar Pons into a 
character with a life of his own. Pons is a personable, non-drug-addicted version of Holmes, but his brain works every 
bit as magnificently. With his faithful biographer, Dr. Lyndon Parker, at his side, Pons runs a small consulting agency 
out of their flat at 7B Praed Street, London, England.Book #1 in the Pinnacle Books series introduces us to Solar Pons 
and Dr. Parker, and indeed introduces them to each other. Their first, fateful meeting is detailed by Parker in the very 
short "A Word from Dr. Parker" that starts the book. After that come 12 stories that may knock your socks off if you 
are just reading Solar Pons for the first time. It really is very much like reading a Sherlock Holmes story (per the 
original intention of the author). If more American phrasing creeps into the tales, well, that can be explained by the 
fact that the narrator, Dr. Parker, had spent many years in America before returning to live in England.Stories in this 
book: The Adventure of the Frightened Baronet, The Adventure of the Late Mr. Faversham, The Adventure of the 
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Black Narcissus, The Adventure of the Norcross Riddle, The Adventure of the Retired Novelist, The Adventure of the 
Three Red Dwarves, The Adventure of the Sotheby Salesman, The Adventure of the Perloined Periapt, The Adventure 
of the Limping Man, The Adventure of the Seven Passengers, The Adventure of the Lost Holiday, The Adventure of 
the Man with the Broken Face.233 pagesIf you're interested in finding out a bit more about Pons, I have two Listmania 
lists on the subject. One list is for the Pons books written by August Derleth and the other list is for the Pons books 
written by Basil Copper.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Regarding Sherlock Holmes - Solar Pons 
#1By Frank StanfordI've always felt that the Solar Pons character was inspired by the Doyle character at a time when 
copyright law prohibited the use of the name "Sherlock Holmes". Well, there was no doubt about it in my mind - if 
there ever was a second generation Sherlock Holmes, it was Solar Pons (the name of which I believe means "bridge of 
light"). Derleth was masterful in replicating the Holmes story, and all the original characters under assumed names. 
You won't want to miss the entire series of Solar Pons books!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Introduces the successor to Sherlock HolmesBy Ludy M. WilkieGood mystery writing.
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