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Jeffrey P. Bonner : Sailing with Noah: Storiesfrom the World of Zoos before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sailing with Noah: Stories from the World of Zoos:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Now | respect what zoos do. They preserve and maintain wild
habitat where endangered species normally live in nature.By NH SailorWonderful book. It delightfully tells his story
with humor. | learned how deeply zoos are involved in worldwide conservation. Anyone who is considering criticizing
amajor zoo should read this book first. Now | have enormous respect for what major accredited zoos do to restore and
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maintain critical wild habitat around the world.0 of O people found the following review helpful. but it comes highly
recommended. Looking forward to reading itBy Quixote PanzaHave not yet read the book, but it comes highly
recommended. Looking forward to reading it.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Sailing with NoahBy
pattyoFound this book not only entertaining, but enlightening about the various organizations that are not as animal
friendly as one would think. Zoos today are considered to be educators and conservators of animals as well as
exhibitors. This book was recommended for our Book Club by one of our members. Enjoyed the read.

Written by the president of the nation’s number-one zoo, Sailing with Noah is an intensely personal, behind-the-scenes
look at modern zoos. Jeffrey P. Bonner, who was trained as an anthropol ogist and came to the zoo world quite by
accident, shares some of the most compelling stories ever told about contemporary zoos. The stories jump between
zoos in different cities and between countries on different continents. Some are fun and funny. Others are sad, even
tragic. Pete Hoskins, the director of the Philadelphia Zoo, isin bed, sound asleep, when hisphonerings. . .. “There's
been afirein the World of Primates,” heistold. “You've got to get over here.” Whatever he has been dreaming, it is
nothing like the nightmare he will find now that heisawake. . . . “They’'re al gone. They're all gone.” All of the
animals in the building—the gorillas, the lemurs, the orangutans, and the gibbons—all twenty-three of them are dead.

From Publishers WeeklyBonner, president and CEO of the St. Louis Zoo, has entertaining stories to tell—gorillas that
act in surprisingly human ways, endearing lemurs, keepers who take heroic measures to save ailing elephants—and he
also presents a fascinating picture of the complexities and pitfalls of azoo director's job. But these stories are merely
window dressing for his powerful message: zoos must do more than keep afew animals safe; they must take a major
role in efforts to halt extinctions that result in the loss of 50,000 animal species each year. In zoos, people know how
to breed small populations of endangered species, manage them and release them back into the wild; these people also
know how to educate the public about their work and gain support for conservation. Consequently, Bonner contends,
zoos can take the lead in efforts to save wild animals and the places they inhabit, and he demonstrates this with
examples of how zoos are working toward these ends. His concern for animalsin the wild aswell asin zoosis
infectious, and his impassioned book should help people understand zoos in a new and enlightened way. 20 color and
11 bw illus. not seen by PW. (Apr.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.From BooklistThisis simply the best book about zoos written in recent memory. It is articulate, warm,
anecdotal, scientific, and personal--a winning combination for an explanation of contemporary zoological parks and
what goes on there. Bonner, the current president of the St. Louis Zoo, past president of the Indianapolis Zoo, and
holding a PhD in anthropology, brings his academic training and practical experience to thislively view of modern
zoos. Bonner works tales from his own and other zoos into the broader story of the conservation and education
programs of the entire zoo community. Thus, the story of a pig hunter in Jamaica, whose dog retrieved alarge (and,
fortunately, still alive) lizard that was presumed extinct, works into a discussion of the role of captive breeding in
species conservation. The balance among conservation, exhibition, and the financial bottom line is brought to light in
contrasting the often expensive salvation of obscure animals when kept in captivity versus the moneymaking but
circuslike inclusion of animal shows or carousels. Bonner writes of interzoo politics, interzoo cooperation, the
problems and wonders of visitors, the care of endangered species, and, most eloquently, why zoos matter and why
humans should care about the fate of the other species who share our planet. Nancy BentCopyright © American
Library Association. All rights reserved “Noted conservationist Dr. Jeffrey Bonner sharesinsight from his career with
animalsin this new book entitled Sailing with Noah. Through his amazing experiences with animal husbandry in zoos
to animal behavior in the wild, he takes a unique ook at how conservation should be approached, as we humans
are—indeed—the keepers of our world!”—Jack Hanna, Director Emeritus, Columbus Zoo



