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Peter Applebome: Scout'sHonor: A Father's Unlikely Foray into the Woods before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scout's Honor: A Father's Unlikely Foray into the

Woods:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Scout's HonorBy LisaVery good story line. A must read for fathers
with sons. Also good to use as a gift for adult Scouters.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Father Son


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0156029685

experience ScoutingBy Mike ClarkA good narative of afamily's baptism into the BSA. Peter Applebome tells a good
story how he and his son experience a National youth organization and their experience from their travels. A good read
for any Scouter looking for arefreshing outlook on Scouting. The book offers a refreshing look into the BSA and its
impact on atypical Boy Scout Troop.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Illuminates the Highs and
Lows of Scouting, both Today and in the Past, with Perspicuity and HumorBy Eladorl felt that this book really
addressed both the rewards of the Scouting program as well as the issues that might leave a parent with some
concerns--does this program lend itself too easily to preparing boys for the military or to conformity? Do the values
mesh with our present day society? But, unlike one dilemma that the author faced and one which has troubled me
since my oldest son started in Cub Scouts as a Tiger Scout in 2007, the issue of gay Scouts and gay Adult Leaders has
been resolved the way it should have been along time ago, at |east from my perspective. 1'd always been reluctant to
espouse a program that theoretically supported ideals such as respect, kindness and yet wasn't showing that in practice.
Now, since the BSA finally put forth their new policy allowing gay Scouts and leaders, | can fully endorse and support
the program. | bring thisissue up because | really sympathized with Applebome's dilemma as a father--he saw the
benefits of Scouting for his son and he enjoyed it aswell but found that the issue of the BSA and gay membersto be a
thorn in their side in terms of their participation. | also found the book to be laugh-out-loud funny and many issues
really resonated with me. | too was sent off to scout summer camp, just me, a suburban mom who had been with the
troop for ayear and another mom who had joined a few months prior to camp, as chaperones and we were left to be
the adults in charge of the boys. Well, that was an endurance test on many levels but what really stood out was the fact
that the older Scouts were able to show leadership of the troop when it was really needed, just as Applebome described
in his book when his son Ben decided that their troop was going to win the award for the week. It's comforting to
know that our troop, located in suburban Los Angeles, shares many of the same issues that Applebome's did, aimost 15
years ago.

Peter Applebome grew up obsessed by box scores, so when his son, Ben, joined Little League he happily assumed he'd
be spending Ben's childhood at the ballfield. But what Ben really liked was hiking and camping-and when he joined
the local Scout troop Applebome reluctantly went along for the ride. As someone who had never made a fire except in
agasgrill and tied knots only in his shoelaces, Applebome was an unlikely recruit. Taking us from the low pointsto
the unexpected triumphs and through al the trekorees and derbies in between, Applebome hikes the trail from
tenderfoot skeptic to proud Scout dad. Offering affectionate portraits of the motley group of boysin the troop, he aso
laces his very funny narrative with an informal but fascinating history of Scouting and grapples with the modern-day
controversies that will help determine Scouting's future.

From Publishers WeeklyNew Y ork Times writer and author Applebome (Dixie Rising) turns from the political to the
personal as he recounts his adventures over three years as a Scoutmaster for his son's Boy Scout troop in suburban
New York. A "committed indoorsman” who was turned off by the "dorky superfluity” of scouting during his own baby
boomer childhood, he "soon found himself sucked in to Scouting” and "the way that it brought kids and dads together
in atotally noncompetitive way." This engaging book moves back and forth among three narrative strands. Applebome
gives aloving and often amusing description of his son's scouting adventures, "one part Braveheart and one part Lord
of the Flies." He provides an excellent short history of the Boy Scouts, from the Edwardian roots of itsfirst leader, the
"astoundingly complex" British war hero and "repressed homosexual" Lord Robert Baden-Powell, to its current
enrollment decline. He a so discusses the institutional scouting policy that bans gays from being members, a position
successfully defended before the Supreme Court. Applebome struggles with the tension between the right of free
association and the "threadbare" logic of the Scout position. But while he disagrees with the ban, he too easily
dismissesit as having "minimal real-world implications,” not fully acknowledging that the wonderfulness of this
"unexpected vehicle to share [his] son's youth” is something that the Boy Scout organization openly denies to parents
with gay children.-- son's youth" is something that the Boy Scout organization openly denies to parents with gay
children. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. PRAISE FOR SCOUT’ S HONOR*He accomplishes
everything except tying knots and conveys his experiences with self-deprecating humor, giving a balanced and
informed account. . . . Lively and light-hearted.” —THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW*An affectionate and
often amusing account of Applebome’s adventures with Troop 1—one part Braveheart and one part Lord of the
Flies”—THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR" Give Applebome a merit badge for wit.”—PEOPLE



