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Steve Parker : Shocking Science: 5000 Years of Mishaps and Misunderstandings  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shocking Science: 5000 Years of Mishaps and 
Misunderstandings: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Shockingly Good!By James N SimpsonI guess this might be 
marketed as a kid's book but the content is well written and contains enough facts that it could be bought for readers of 
all ages. It's like a PG movie, kid friendly and adults secretly want to see it too. This sensational collection of 
interesting facts, history of ancient beliefs, modern beliefs, and inventions throughout history is laid out in picture 
book format with brilliant illustrations alongside short paragraphs.A great book containing interesting facts if your 
holding a trivia night, want to learn about different religious and scientific beliefs about the earth's creation, want to 
learn about history, inventors or bizarre inventions that were never successful compared to brilliant ones discovered by 
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mistake. If you want to get kids interested in science or history then this is also an excellent introduction book as well. 
Great book, buy it!

An amusing look at the changing face of scientific belief and achievement, from strange medical practices to 
unsinkable ships.

.com A fun, cartoonish book for the scientifically-inclined -- ages 8 to 80 -- that records some of the more 
embarrassing cases of scientific muddles, misunderstandings, and mishaps.From Publishers Weekly"Scientists mess 
up occasionally, like everyone else." Offering ample proof for this statement, this diverting volume spotlights a 
random selection of "blunders, hoaxes, unlucky accidents, and bizarre beliefs" that have emerged over the centuries. 
Parker's breezy, occasionally glib text and Kelly's (The Robot Zoo) amusingly hyperbolic cartoon art expose 
unconventional theories of how the world began, outlandish tenets about the shape of the earth and the motion of the 
planets, misguided medical hypotheses, early attempts at flying (with and without planes), disasters at sea and wacky 
inventions (e.g., Thomas Edison's sound-powered sewing machine, which required continuous shouting to activate). 
Copious illustrations and brief blocks of type make this not just a trove for trivia buffs but a prime pick for reluctant 
readers. All ages. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalGrade 4-6?A 
conglomeration of anecdotes from the annals of failed-science history written in a colloquial style and illustrated with 
full-color cartoons. Each double-page spread relates to its lighthearted title; thus, "Hole in the Head" contains quick 
recaps of historical fallacies of healing such as head drilling and blood letting, while "Monsterous People" relates tales 
of mythical beasts and mysterious creatures. Other sections deal with early attempts at flight ("Flapping and Falling"), 
automobile construction ("False Starts"), and mapmaking. Given that the average entry is less than 100 words, readers 
will not be using Shocking Science for research. It could possibly provide stumped students with ideas for interesting 
report topics to research further. Aside from the brevity of the entries, readers may be put off by the use of metric 
measurements instead of the American "foot and inch" system.?Anita Palladino, Finkelstein Memorial Library, Spring 
Valley, NYCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


